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A PROCLAMATION HONORING FRITZIE FRITZSHALL, FOR HER LIFE, 
ACTIVISM AND LEGACY AS A HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR AND RESIDENT OF 

THE VILLAGE OF BUFFALO GROVE  

WHEREAS, Fritzie Fritzshall devoted her life to educating, inspiring positive change, and 
combating the type of hatred and prejudice she experienced more than 75 years ago at the 
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp; and  

WHEREAS, Fritzie Fritzshall was just 13 years old in 1944 when Nazis forcibly transported her 
and her family by train from her hometown of Klucharky, Czechoslovakia to Auschwitz, where 
her mother, two younger brothers, and other relatives were murdered; and 

WHEREAS, Fritzie Fritzshall suffered in Auschwitz, labored as a slave, and finally escaped into 
a nearby forest during a death march and was later liberated. After the war, she was reunited 
with her father in the United States and settled in Chicago, where she would later marry 
Norman Fritzshall and have a son, Steve Fritzshall; and  

WHEREAS, Fritzie Fritzshall became an activist and was integral in establishing the Illinois 
Holocaust Museum and Education Center where she served as president from 2010 until her 
death in 2021; and 

WHEREAS Fritzie Fritzshall engaged in a wide variety of public speaking opportunities where 
she spoke extensively about her experiences in the Holocaust, advocated for social justice 
issues, and continued the fight against anti-Semitism; and 

WHEREAS, Fritzie Fritzshall was honored with many awards, including the Bertha Honoré 
Palmer Making History Award for Distinction in Civic Leadership from the Chicago History 
Museum, the Global Citizenship Hero award from the Chicago Red Cross, and the 2021 
Outstanding Community Leader Award from the Chicago Cultural Alliance; and 

WHEREAS, Fritzie Fritzshall became a resident of Buffalo Grove and remained dedicated to her 
humanitarian efforts until her death on June 19, 2021; and 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Beverly Sussman, President of the Village of 
Buffalo Grove, recognize Fritzie Fritzshall for her life, service, activism and legacy. She will 
continue to serve as an inspiration for all of those who seek to make the world a kinder and 
gentler place.  

Passed this 19th day of July, 2021 

 
              

Beverly Sussman, Village President  


